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Greetings 
FROM THE CO-DIRECTORS: 

Given the major role the Irish have played in the history of Lowell-and at UMass Lowell-it 

was natural that we would seek to strengthen ties with Ireland through new education and 

research partnerships. 

We are happy to let you know about the many-and growing-successes of the Center for 

Irish Partnerships at UMass Lowell, established in 2009 as one of several new international 

centers meant to bring the world to our students and our students to the world. 

Among the many programs you will read about in this publication are a conference series 

on emerging technologies in the United States and Ireland; a conference on the Irish in 

Massachusetts; archeological digs in Lowell and Northern Ireland; faculty exchanges and 

student study-abroad opportunities. 

The success of the center is founded on the strength of our relationships with our Irish 

partners, the support of our advisory board, the encouragement of the campus and city 

communities and the generous support of our donors. 

Thank you. 

Victoria Denoon '07,'15 

Stephen McCarthy 
Frank Talty '77 

Cover shows UMass Lowell students and Queen 5 University Belfast faculty at archaeological dig at St. Patrick's Church in Lowell in 2012 . 
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UMass Lowell signed an MOU with University College Cork to enable student exchange experiences 
and research collaborations. 

Our Partners 
THE STRENGTH OP THE ENTERPRISE IS IN THE RELATIONSHIPS 

The Center for Irish Partnerships is proud to have 

established a rich array of collaborations with 

the following educational institutions in Ireland 

and Northern Ireland. These partnerships have 

already yielded student and faculty exchanges, 

joint research and a deepened understanding of 

the historical, social and economic connections 

between the United States and Ireland. 

• Queen's University Belfast 

• Dublin City University 

• Ulster University 

• National University of Ireland, Galway 

• Letterkenny Institute of Technology 

• University of Limerick 

• University College Cork 
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In addition to the formal collaborations, we 

have a number of informal relationships with 

additional institutions in Ireland . 

A delegation from Queen's University Belfast visits UMass Lowell 
to discuss expanding partnership opportunities. 
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Working Together 
PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS THAT YIELD NEW 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

The U.S./Ireland Emerging Technologies 

Conference Series 
UMass Lowell, Dublin City University and 

Queen's University Belfast established this series, 

which highlights the innovative research being 

conducted in nanotechnology, biomanufacturing, 

bioprocessing, polymer science, medical device 

development and diagnostics. Researchers 

from the U.S. and Ireland come together to 

present cutting-edge research that is shaping 

the future of how we use nanotechnology 

and biological sciences in manufacturing and 

medical diagnostics. To date, three conferences 

in Lowell and Ireland have addressed the issues 

of discovery, enterprise and learning approaches 

in advancing these emerging technologies. 
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The Irish in Massachusetts: Historical 

Significance, Lasting Legacy Conference 
In September 2014, UMass Lowell and Queen's 

University Belfast presented a conference at 

UMass Lowell that offered an interdisciplinary 

look at the understudied nature of the Irish 

Diaspora in New England, with specific focus 

on the Irish and their contributions to 

Massachusetts. Topics included: 

• Ireland and the Atlantic World 1 550 to 1650 

• Long Threatening Comes at Last: Ireland's 

Great Famine in Irish-American History 

• The Union, Slavery and Irish Americans in 

the Civil War 

• The Irish in Lowell 

• Irish-American Politics in Massachusetts 

• The Irish in Sport 
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UMass Lowell and Queen's University Belfast students participate in an excavation led by 
the Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork at Queen's at the homestead of Irish Labor leader, 
Hugh Cummiskey, in County Tyrone in 20 7 1. 

Digging for Roots 
UMASS LOWELL AND QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

UNEARTH HISTORY IN LOWELL AND COUNTY TYRONE 

Irish-American Heritage 
Archaeological Program 
In 1831; Kirk Boott, a mill manager, donated 

a plot of company land to build St. Patrick's 

Catholic Church to help support the growing 

population of Irish in Lowell. 

In August 2010, archaeologists undertook a 

first-ever historical archaeologica l dig on the 
grounds of St. Patrick's Church, site of the first 

Irish habitation in the 1820s. The excavation was 

led by the Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork at 

Queen's University Belfast in collaboration with six 

UMass Lowell students. The team discovered over 
1 ,300 artifacts from the period, including rosary 

beads, clay pipes, oyster shells, animal bones, 

nails, pottery shards, bottles and metal work

providing clues to the history of the first wave 
of Irish immigrants who settled in Lowell. 
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Additional weeks of excavation took place at St. 

Patrick's and in County Tyrone, Northern Ireland, 

at the site of the Hugh Cummiskey homestead. 

The Irish-American Heritage Archaeological 

Program enables students to gain a deeper 

understanding of the life of the Irish before and 

after An Gorta M6r ("The Great Hunger") and 

the role played by the Irish in the development 
of America during the 19th century. 
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Former president of Ireland, Mary McAleese Ph. D., center, with Chancellor Jacquie Moloney 
and Ed Moloney, receives an Honorary Degree from UMass Lowell. 

Public Engagement 
Lecture on the revival of the Irish 
language in the North of Ireland by 
Feargal Mac lonnrachtaigh, Ph.D. 

PROVIDING A PLATfORM FOR SHARING INFORMATION 

AND PERSPECTIVES 

At the Center for Irish Partnerships, the team 

understands that one way to spark new ideas, 

insights and solutions is to bring community 

members together to share stories, questions 

and perspectives. To that end, it provides a wide 

range of activities such as guest speaker series, 

seminars, joint conferences and cultural events 

that are open to the public and help ensure 

that its work has a lasting and positive impact 

on the community. 
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Some recent events include: 
• Lecture at UMass Lowell by Dublin City 

University Prof. Gary Murphy on "Ireland: 

From Celtic Tiger to IMF Bailout" 

• Public forum co-sponsored by the Center 

for Irish Partnerships and the Middle East 

Center on Peace and Education entitled 

"Facing Conflict, Voices from the Field" 

• Lecture at UMass Lowell by Queen's 

University Belfast Prof. Peter Shirlow on 

"Belfast: A post-conflict conundrum?" 

• Reception at which former President of 

Ireland Mary McAleese was awarded an 

honorary doctor of humane letters degree. 

• Lecture on the revival of the Irish 

language in the North of Ireland by 

Feargal Mac lonnrachtaigh, Ph.D. 
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